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The Hearing Aid: 
Historical Footnotes 
by Kenneth W. Berger, Ph.D. 


Dome Trumpets 


One of the most popular of the pre- 
electric hearing devices was the dome 
trumpet. It had two advantages over 
many other ear trumpets. First, the tub- 
ing bent around and inside the dome 
itself, thereby making it less conspicuous 
and more readily handled. Second, it had 
a rather good resonant characteristic for 
speech frequencies. 

The dome trumpet’s lifespan covered 
about a century, from approximately 
1820 to 1920. Shown above is a sterling 
silver, hand engraved, dome trumpet (or 
London Dome trumpet) made by F. C. 
Rein of London. The eartip is made of 
ivory. This particular dome trumpet is the 
oldest instrument in the Kent State Uni- 
versity Hearing Aid Museum, dating from 
1850. 

Less expensive dome trumpets were 
more popular than the sterling silver 
models. The earliest catalogs printed by 
Sears & Roebuck Company list several 
sizes, with prices around $10. 

These later dome trumpets were usu- 
ally made of thin brass, painted black. 
Some of them had perforated lids over 
the open end of the dome to allow sound 
to enter and to add stability to prevent 
damage to the thin brass. A few makers 
suggested that varying the size of the per- 
forated lids “refined” the sound. 

The amplification of the dome trumpets 
shows an extremely peaky response, with 
peaks as high as 30 dB in the low frequen- 
cies. For those with a mild, or perhaps 
moderate, hearing loss, the dome trumpet 
helped. The dome trumpet competed with 
carbon hearing aids for about two decades, 
but had the disadvantage that one hand 
was required to hold it at the ear. 


Dr. Berger is the author of The Hearing Aid: 
Its Operation and Development, published by 
the National Hearing Aid Society. He is Direc- 
tor of Audiology at Kent State University and 
Curator of the museum on hearing aids at the 
Kent State Campus. 
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